To:  McCarthy,  Gina[McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov] 

From:  NRDC 

Sent:  Thur  4/24/2014  1 1 :02:22  PM 

Subject:  Protect  our  water  from  dangerous  fracking 


Apr  24,  2014 

Ms.  Regina  McCarthy 

William  Jefferson  Clinton  Federal  Building,  Room  3000 
1200  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20460-0001 

Dear  Ms.  McCarthy, 

Please  reopen  the  EPA's  investigations  into  groundwater  contamination 
linked  to  fracking  activity  in  Parker  County,  TX,  Dimock,  PA  and 
Pavilion,  WY. 

These  EPA  investigations  found  evidence  of  possible  groundwater 
contamination,  raising  alarms  that  the  water  was  unsafe  for  residents. 

The  contamination  in  all  three  cases  was  believed  to  be  linked  to 
nearby  fracking  activity. 

In  all  three  cases,  the  EPA  abruptly  pulled  out,  leaving  people  to 
worry  whether  their  water  was  safe  to  drink.  But  a recent  report  from 
your  agency's  own  internal  watchdog  puts  the  groundwater  safety  in  one 
of  these  locations  in  question.  The  December  24,  2013  Inspector  General 
report  into  the  Parker  County,  TX  case  shows  the  EPA  had  enough 
evidence  to  take  on  this  case,  the  overall  risk  of  contamination  hasn't 
been  determined  and  the  EPA  still  needs  to  take  action  to  assess  the 
risk  to  the  public.  The  report  also  states  that  senior  EPA  officials 
and  a senior  attorney  from  the  Justice  Department  agreed  there  was 
enough  evidence  to  enforce  the  EPA  order  through  the  courts. 

This  watchdog  report  should  cause  any  citizen  to  call  the  EPA's 
decisions  in  all  three  locations  into  question.  The  EPA  should  end  the 
confusion,  frustration  and  fear  and  reopen  all  three  investigations. 

It's  the  duty  of  the  EPA  to  protect  our  health  and  environment.  Please 
reopen  the  investigations  and  commit  to  protecting  Americans  from  any 
dangers  associated  with  fracking  activity. 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  Thomas  Higgins 
383  County  Road  225 
Durango,  CO  81301-8282 
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